The new appleations and technologies of the 2 kst century have made
it possible tor just about anyone with a computer or smartphore to
create visually appeding artwork, graphics and photography without
the need tor specitic training or skils

Social media provides its users with a platform for seff-expression and sharing The. photo fiters and edting devices alow anyore who has an account and
access to a digital camera the ability to share, edit photoes, videos and create colorful text posts with editable colors and images
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Digital cameras and smartphones have brought credtive, and increasingly sophisticated photography irto the hand of anyone familar with a smartphone

or digital camera. The current Iphone features powerful camera and video recording capabilties with fiters, cropping, text editing and drawing took avalable
these powerful tooks were once. only available to digital camera enthusiasts, were expensive to purchase, and were complex to use and learn The simplistic
interfaces of today's smartphone cameras have broughnt this technology into the hands of the masses

Oppleatiors for the smartphone have made credtive programs easier to dccess and obtainable for anyone Opps sueh as Phonto, Facetune, Juxtaposer all contain
photo-ediing features that were at ore time. only avaiable to highly trained individuals using Odobe Photoshop. These appledtions are now very simistic to use and
produce. vibrant resutts. Facial blemishses can be removed, basic masking can be performed, colages can be created from mutiple images. Os a tool for seff-expression,
and sharing on the internet, these features are fantastic, but as a tool for graphic design or printing these fil to provide the neccesary resolution and quaity that
tradtional programs contain
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Opplications, smartphones and digital cameras should il be thought of as tooks, and these took provide affordances to their users The abilty for users to edsiy create
artwork s an overal berefit for self expression and visual communication (s digital natives get older, they will grow with these tools and the affordances that they provide,
learning to use their features easiy and pushing the Imits of their capabiities On the other hand if thought of as tools for professional Graphue Design, these appleations
can become. problematic. Proper resolutions, imposition setups, and bleed requirements are. needed in the print industry O curriculum of study in Graphic Design, that includes
the neccessary technical knowledge and a foundation in the principles and fundamentals of design, can prepare the serious student with the skils and knowledge to succed
professiondlly in the graphic design field

During the computing era, of the late 20th century, computers were
predicted to become a tool where information could be spread, shared
and open to all. This utopian view of computers can be seen firsthand
today in the applcations and smartphone. technology of the current
era, where. powerfull photo-editing tooks that were once >
compicated to use and expensive to purchase are now more '
commonplace, often free to download and incredsingly simplstic 3 '
to use. Current examples of photo-editing dpplcations include: Gl
Juxtaposer, Phortto, Facetune and the many fiters and toofs , /{

available. on Instagram



